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Mil l s  ANCEJTav issue n o . 3 4 . Pa g e  310 J u l y  19 9 4
oj Co««ecticut;
or is it 'Ha'veti, 3ottg island or cW^stcRester9
B^gd/in [^)ro6ntcB:i
Th« fo llo w in g  p ap e r l a  In ten d ed  to  c l a r i f y  in fo n n a tio n  ab o u t B lchard 
H l l l e .  S ev e ra l s ta n d a rd  g e n e a lo g ic a l  re fe re n c e  works o f f e r  c o n f l ic t in g  
in fo rm a tio n  about t h i s  man, o r ,  to  be  more a c c u ra te , th e s e  men.
A ccording to  Henry S t i l e s '  H is to ry  o f  A n c ien t W e th e rs f ie ld  ( I t2 8 6 ] ,  
R ichard  M ills  was an e a r ly  s e t t l e r  o f  W e th e rs f ie ld  who su b seq u en tly  r e -
moved to  F a i r f i e ld  (1642), S t r a t f o r d ,  S tam ford (1653) and , f i n a l ly , ,  to  
W es tch este r (1663). S av ag e 's  C e n e s lo y lc s l D ic tio n a ry  t l l l t2 1 4 1  h a s  M ills  
s e t t l i n g  f i r s t  i n  S t r a t f o r d ,  b e fo re  moving on to  Stam ford  and W estch este r . 
I n  h i s  H is to ry  and C enealoyy o f  th e  F a m ilies  o f  Old F a ir f i e ld  I I i4 1 1 ] , 
Donald L ines Jacobus p la c e d  M ills  in  S t ra tf o r d ,a n d  S tam ford , b u t  w ith  no 
m ention o f  W es tc h e ste r . Samuel O r c u t t 's  H isto ry  o f  S tr a t fo r d  [1 :184 , 241], 
on th e  o th e r  hand , p la c e d  R ichard  in  S t r a tf o r d  and W estch este r , w ith  no 
m ention o f  S tam ford , W illiam  W ilco x so n 's  H is to ry  o f  S tr a t fo r d  (1241 f o l -
lowed th e  same p a t t e r n  a s  S t i l e s .  I n  h is  un p u b lish ed  m a n u sc rip ts , th e  Long 
I s la n d  h i s to r i a n  H erb e rt S eversm ith  .w rote t h a t  (4111s went from S t r a t f o r d  to  
Southam pton, Long I s la n d  and th en  on to  W estchesteri b u t S eversm ith , in -
f lu en ced  by Spencer M ead's H is to r ie  o f  Ye Town o f  Greenwich [617], a ls o  
added Mew Haven to  th e  long l i s t  o f  towns t h a t  R ichard  M ills  was supposed 
to  have l iv e d  in .
Vlhat i s  one to  make o f  a l l  t h i s ?  Has R ichard  (4111s r e a l l y  a s  m obile 
a s  th e s e  w r i te r s  made him o u t to  be? A f te r  a l l ,  i t  seems t h a t  he s l e p t  in  
a lm ost a s  many p la c e s  a s  Georgs HasM .ngton. ( (o b l l l ty ,  (wwever, d o e s n 't  
p ro v id e  a l l  th e  answ ers, because M ills  c o u ld n 't  have been  in  more th an  one 
p la c e  a t  th e  same tim e . To have confused  such em inent h i s to r ia n s  and gene-
a l o g i s t s ,  th e re  would have had to  have been more th an  one R ichard  (4111s.
As we s h a l l  s e a , th e r e  were th r e e .
At a  tim e when s p e l l in g  was s t i l l  done p ) io n e tlc a l ly , th e  same 'surname 
was o f te n  s p e l le d  d i f f e r e n t ly  by d i f f e r e n t  p e o p le . Hence i t  i s  n o t su r -
p r i s in g  t h a t  in  v a r io u s  c o lo n ia l  re c o rd s  and so u rces  th e  name 'M ills *  i s  
w r i t te n  a s  M ils , M iles , ( 4 l l le s ,  ) 4 l l l s ,  M ylls , and even Myles.. T h is ,  th e re -
f o r e ,  p ro v id es  one e x p la n a tio n  o f  how th e re  cou ld  have been more th an  one 
Ric):ard M ills  and how e a s i l y  th ey  cou ld  have been confused  w ith  one an o th e r  
by l a t e r  r e s e a rc h e r s .
F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  b o th  s t i l e s  and Mead confused  R ichard  (4 ills  o f  S t r a t f o r d  
w ith  R ichard  M iles o f  Mew Haven. A lthough we would proiw unce t h e i r  s u r -  
nasws d i f f e r e n t ly  b ecause  o f  th e  way t h a t  th e y 'r e  S p e lle d , p eop le  in  th e  
17 th  c e n tu ry  would have pronounced them th e  same: 'M i l l s .*  Thus, H i l l s
and M iles were o f te n  w r i t te n  In te rc h a n g e a b ly .
R ichard  (4 lles em ig ra ted  from Hormley, coun ty  H e r tfo rd , England in  1636 
IHEHOH, L1V;352], a lo n g  w ith  h is  f i r s t  w ife  and ( a t  t)M t tim e) th r e e  c h i l -
d re n . S t i l e s  (1:30] d i d n ' t  th in k  t h a t  th e  fam ily  came. from^W atertown, 
M a ssa c h u se tts , so  th ey  may (uiva come from a ira th e r  (4assach u se tts  town o r  
may have em ig ra ted  d i r e c t l y  to  W e th e rs f ie ld . I n  1638, M iles moved from 
W e th e rs f ie ld  to  ( Ju ln n lp lw  (New Haven) ( s t i l e s ,  1 :1 4 0 ] , arid from th e re  went 
to  Hepowaug (M ilfo rd) in  1639 w ith  Rev. P e te r  P ru d d e n 's  company [ S t i l e s .  I :  
138], where he se rv ed  a s  a  judge (C a ld er, 108 ].
M iles r e tu rn e d  to  Hew Haven in  1641, a t  which tim e he was ad m itted  to  
th e  F i r s t  Church o f  C h r is t  (D ex ter, 5] and to  th e  G eneral C ourt (New Haven 
R e e s ,,  1 :5 9 ] .  M iles"becam e a  deacon in  1656 [D exter, 5 ] ,  and he a ls o  
ap p ea rs  i n  New Haven re c o rd s  a s  su rv ey o r o f  ro ad s and b r id g e s ', a p p ra is e r  o f  
e s t a t e s ,  o f f i c e r  o f  a r t i l l e r y ,  s h ip - b u i ld e r ,  b a k e r , and m i l le r  (New Haven 
R e e s . ,  1 :1 4 8 , 382; 11 :158 , 202, 258| C a ld e r , 155, 156, 160), The genealogy 
o f  th e  R ichard  M iles fam ily  can  be fo llow ed  in  b o th  Ja co b u s ' F a m ilies  o f  
A n c ien t Hew Haven (V:1182-1193] and Susan W. A b b o tt 's  F a m ilies  o f  E arly  
M ilfo rd  [446-456]; th e  two works d i f f e r  oh some d e t a i l s .
With W e th e rs f ie ld , l4 i lfo rd , and New Hav'en now accoun ted  f o r ,  we a re  
s t i l l  l e f t  w ith  th e  c la im s t h a t  R ichard  (4 i l ls  was i n  S t r a t f o r d ,  Southamp-
to n , S tam ford , and W estch este r .
R ichard  M ills  was an  e a r ly  s e t t l e r  o f  S t r a t f o r d ,  C o n n e c tic u t. W hile 
th e  very  e a r ly  S t r a t f o r d  town re c o rd s  no lo n g e r  e x i s t ,  R ichard  (4111s' name 
ap p ea rs  in  th e  C o n n e c tic u t c o lo n ia l  re c o rd s  i n  1644, in v o lv ed  i n  v a r io u s  
c o u r t  c a se s  [C t. C ol. R e e s .,  1 :1 0 9 , 110, 114, 115]. Those re c o rd s  d o n 't  
m ention w hich town M ills  was l iv in g  i n ,  b u t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  ha so ld  h i s  lan d  
in  S t r a t f o r d  in  1650 to  Joseph  Hawley (O rc u tt, 1 :241 ; W ilcoxson, 76] in -
d ic a te s  t h a t  he m ust have been th e r e  p r i o r  to  t h a t  d a te .  {4111s was m arried
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L o o k in g  f o r
to  th a  d au g h te r  o f  S e rg ean t F ra n c is  N icho ls (O rc u tt, 1 :2 4 1 ] , who was p r e s -
e n t  in  Pequannock (S tr a t fo rd )  in  1639, when C o n n e c tic u t's  G ei)eral C ourt ' 
a s s ig n e d  him " to  tra y n a  th e  men and e x e rc is e  them in  m i l i ta r y  d i s c ip l in e "  
th e re  (C t, C o l. R e e s ,,  1 :36] • The f a c t  th a t  N icho ls was in  S t r a tf o r d  in  
1639 le d  h i s to r ia n s  and g e n e a lo g is ts  to  su g g e st t h a t  h i s  so n - in - la w , 
R ichard  H i l l s ,  iid.ght a ls o  have been th e r e  a s  e a r ly  as t h a t  d a te  (O rc u tt, 
1 :241: W ilcoxson, 124]; b u t  i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  say w ith  c e r t a in ty .
A f te r  s e l l i n g  h is  lan d  in  S t r a tf o r d  in  16S0, M ills  removed to  Stam-
fo rd , where h i s  name ap p ears in  th e  re c o rd s  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e i n  A p ril  
1654, t e s t i f y i n g  in  a c o u r t  case  concern ing  C ap t. John Manning (New Haven 
I I i 7 S ] .  The Long I s la n d  h i s to r ia n  H erb e rt Seversm ith  claim ed  th a t  
H i l l s  moved to  Southam pton, long  I s la n d  a f t e r  he l e f t  S t r a t f o r d  in  1650 
(The American G e n e a lo g is t, XV:197j S eversm ith  H S., notebook 4 ] ,  b u t the  
re a d e r  w i l l  see below why t h i s  i s  in c o r r e c t .
In  S tam ford , M ills  m arried  Ann, th e  widow o f  V iio en t Sirakins (Jacobus, 
Old f a l r f l e l d ,  1 :411] and i s  m entioned a s  be ing  a schoo lm aster th e re  (Stam-
fo rd  Town R e es ., 1 :3 2 , Hew Haven R e e s ., 1 1 :3 2 5 ]. A nn's f a th e r ,  Henry 
A ck erly , was in  New Haven a s  e a r ly  a s  A pr. 1640 (New Haven R e e s ,, 1:32] 
and d ied  in  1658 (Stam ford Town R e e s ., 1 :6 5 , 71], V incen t S im kins, one o f  
th e  o r ig in a l  p u rc h ase rs  o f  Stam ford in  1640-41 [ S t i l e s ,  1 :1 43 -144], had 
d ie d  in  1653 [New Haven R e e s .,  1 1 :1 5 9 ]. On Mar. 6 , 1662/3 , R ichard M ills  
so ld  h i s  home and b e lo n g in g s to  Joseph A lsop, who was a c tin g  a s  ag en t f o r  
Mrs. M argaret Sheofe o f  B oston, and th e  document was a ls o  s ig n ed  by A. M. 
H i l l s  (presum ably , h is  w ife  Ann) [Stam ford Town R e es ., 1 :3 2 ) .
Tha fo llo w in g  was a  c h i ld  o f  R ichard  M ills  by h i s  f i r s t  w ife , _______
N ich o ls :
sam uei, who was in  Stam ford in  June 1659, when he w itn essed  a  w i l l  (Stam-
fo rd  Town R e e s ., 1 :7 7 ) .  He was m arried  to  Mary -----------  (Jacobus,
Old F a ir f i e ld ,  1 :4 1 1 ] . Samuel l e f t  S tam ford and moved back to  
S t r a t f o r d ,  where he p u rchased  lan d  from Hope Washburn on Dec, 24, 
1666, and from h is  un c le  Caleb N icho ls on O ct. 29, 1668 [O rcu tt, 
1 :2 4 1 ] , Samuel r e s id e d  in  a s e c t io n  o f  S t r a tf o r d  known as Oronoke 
[O rc u tt, 1 :2 4 1 ] , which was l o c a t e d 'a t  th e  narrow s o f  th e  H ousatonic 
R iv e t betw een S t r a tf o r d  and M ilfo rd . He was s t i l l  in  S t r a tf o r d  in  
Ja nuary  1673/4 , a t  which tim e he concluded a  w haling agreem ent 
w ith  John Tomson o f  Brookhaven, Long I s la n d  [Brookhaven R e e s .,
106 ], and O rc u tt  w rote t h a t  Samuel l iv e d  in  S t r a tf o r d  f o r  tw enty 
y e a rs  b e fo re  moving to  Southampton, 'Long I s la n d  (O rc u tt, 1 :241- 
242]. Samuel must n o t have l iv e d  long  in  Southampton, f o r  h is  
w i l l  was p re se n te d  th e re  in  March 1684/5 [Jacobus, Old F a ir f i e ld ,  
1 :4 1 1 ) . In  1706, S am uel's  S t r a t f o r d  p ro p e r ty  was d e liv e re d  to  
h i s  son and on ly  h e i r ,  R ighard  (Jacobus, Old F a ir f i e ld ,  1 :4 1 1 ] .
I t  i s  n o t known w hether th e  fo llo w in g  c h i ld r e n  o f  R ichard  M ills  o f  S t r a t -
fo rd  and Stam ford were by h i s  f i r s t  o r  second w ife , and they  a re  l i s t e d  
below in  no p a r t i c u l a r  o rd e r:
R ich a rd ,  who was m arried  to  Lydia Knapp, d au g h te r  o f  Roger, and who 
l iv e d  in  Greenwich, C o n n e c tic u t (Jacobus, Old F a ir f i e ld ,  i : 4 l i ] .
so n , who d ie d  i n  Stam ford on Dec. 25 , 1660 (Stamford-----------w a .  WWW•  A j p  J.O O W  i f t c a i n i o r u
v x ta i  Records, 13S; The Americ&n G e n e a lo g is t, X:118; th e  death  
re c o rd  l i s t s  no f i r s t  name].
^  Jo h n , a  sh ip w r ig h t, who was g ran ted  fo u r  a c r e s  by th e  town o f  Stam ford 
^ (H unting ton , 5 7 ] . He so ld  h is  s h ip ,  th e  Blossom, in  
1691 (H unting ton , 5 7 ]. John was dead by 1706 (Stam ford Land Rocs. 
A:444; B :281], and h is  “a n t i e n t  widow," Mary, d ie d  in  S tam ford o n ' 
Nov. 19 , 1732 [H unting ton , 5 8 ]. T h e ir  c h i ld re n  were Joh n , Mary, 
W illiam , and R obert [Stam ford Land R e es ., A:444; H un ting ton , 58; 
th e  d escen d an ts  o f  John M il ls ,  J r . ,  can  be found in  Jacobus, o ld  
F a ir f i e ld ,  1 1 :653-656]. )
R ichard  M ills  a ls o  had a  s te p -s o n , D aniel sim k ins (Stam ford Town R e e s ., I :  
71], who d ie d  in  1699 i n  B edford (A tw ater, 689].
W hile Head and s t i l e s  confused  R ichard M iles w ith  R ichard  M il ls ,  James 
Savage, Samuel O rc u t t ,  W illiam  W ilcoxson, and H erb e rt Seversm ith  a l l  con-
fu sed  R ichard  M ills  o f  S t r a t f o r d  and Stam ford w ith  R ichard  M ills  o f  Long 
I s la n d  and W estch este r .
The n ^  "R ichard  H i l l s "  does n o t appear in  th e  Southampton, Long I s -
la n d  re c o rd s  u n t i l  1650, which makes i t  tem pting to  th in k  th a t  t h i s  was 
th e  same man t t a t  had been in  S t r a t f o r d :  a f t e r  a l l .  M ills  s o ld  h is  land  
in  S t r a tf o r d  i n  1650. The ev id en ce , however. In d ic a te s  t h a t  R ichard H i l l s  
s e v e ra l  y e a rs  p r io r  to  1650, d u rin g  which tim e th e  
o th « r  R ichard  K i l l s  was in  S t r a t f o r d .
Prepared by M ic h a e l M il l j ,  RR I Box &I68. H inejburgh. V erm ont 05461.
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WilXlain S« P ,lX 6treftu#  th e  e d i to r  o f  th e  earXy puhXlshed Southampton 
re c o rd s / w ro te  t h a t  HiXXs seemed to  have a c te d  a s  schooXm aster s in c e  th e  
tim e o f  th e  settX em eht th e r e  ( i . e . /  X640)/ and t h a t  th e  earXy re c o rd s  were 
in  h is  h an d w rltin a  [Southampton S e c s . ,  I : x ,  X6], F ir s t -h a n d  exam ination  
o f  th e  o rig inaX  m an u scrip t Southampton re c o rd s  has confirm ed some o f  PeX- 
X o tre a u 's  a s s e r t io n s :  many, b u t  n o t aXX, o f  th e  earXy re c o rd s  a r e  in
HiXXs* hand* Xhe e a rX ie s t  docisnent in  h is  hand, aXthough h i s  name docs 
n o t ap p ear on i t ,  w hich t h i s  w r i t e r  found was d a te d  A pr. 6 , X64X [South-
ampton MS., A;X31.* Numerous re c o rd s  w r i t te n  in  h i s  hand ap p ear th rough-
o u t th e  X640S, and th e  re c o rd s  o f  X650-5X a re  cXearXy i n  h is  d i s t i n c t i v e  
h an d w ritin g .
T h is second R ichard  HiXXs [o r t h i r d ,  i f  one c o u n ts  R ichard  H iX es),  a 
schooX m aster, was made freeman i n  Southampton on O ct. 7 , X650, and was 
s e c re ta ry  r e g i s t e r  and town cXerk th e r e  betw een X650 and X652 [South-
ampton MS., A :73, 8X, 9 2 ) , He was g iv en  th e  oXd m eeting -house  in  ApriX 
X65X in  o rd e r  to  keep th e  " o rd in a ry ,"  ( i . e . ,  to  Xodge s t r a n g e r s , )  which 
ha agreed  to  do f o r  fo u r  y e a rs  [Southampton MS., AiX09). I t  was aXso de-
c re e d  th a t .  onXy he wouXd be aXXowed to  seXX Xiquor in  th e  town [South-
ampton MS., A :9S), AXthough MiXXs soXd h i s  hom estead to  John C ooper, J r . ,  
on Mar. 7, X65X/2 [Southampton MS., AiX62), he stiXX owned Xand on th e  
"X ittX e pXain" (Southasgiton MS., AtX62, X78), on which he co n tin u ed  to  
X ive.
Even though R ichard  MiXXs* name does n o t ap p ear i n  th e  Southampton 
re c o rd s  a f t e r  earXy X6S2, t h i s  does n o t mean t h a t  he X eft th e  town. As 
m entioned above, th e  Xand he soXd to  Cooper d id  n o t incXude h is  p ro p e r ty  
on th e  X ittX e pX ain . F ir s t -h a n d  ex am ination  o f  th e  m an u scrip t reco rd s  
shows t h a t  th e  re c o rd s  from X652 on a r e  w r i t te n  in  o th e rs*  hands; b u t a 
document d a te d  O c t,^6 , X656 oXearXy i s  w r i t te n  i n  MiXXs* hand [South-
ampton MS., A:X35), PbssibXy th e  g r a v i ty  o f  th e  document ( th e  b a n ish -
ment o f  R ichard  Sm ith from Southampton) expXains why MiXXs, r a th e r  than  
th e  s e c re ta ry  o r  cXerk a t  th e  tim e , e n te re d  i t  in  th e  re c o rd  book. As 
no ted  above, th e  R ichard  MiXXs f ro m -S tra tfo rd  was aXready in  Stam ford  a t  
t h i s  tim e .
Sometime around th e  y e a r  X657, R ichard  MiXXs removed from Southampton 
to  MiddXeburg (Newtown), Long IsX and, which was an EngXish sottX cm ent 
w ith in  th e  b o u n d arie s  o f  th e  Dutch coXony o f  New NotherXand. In  MiddXe-
b u rg , MiXXs became in v o lv ed  in  a d is p u te  o v e r a  "tow n-house ."  A house had 
bean b u iX t, a t  pubXic ex p en se , f o r  th e  u se  o f  th e  m in i s te r / t e a c h e r .  Rev, 
John Moore. A f te r  Moore d ie d  i n  S e p t .  X6S7, h i s  famiXy r e ta in e d  p o ss e s-
s io n  o f  th e  house an d , when asked  to  do so , r e fu s e d  to  tu r n  i t  ov er to  th e  
new schooX m aster -  R ichard  HiXXs [R ik e r, 49-50; Moore, 3X -32), FinaXXy, 
on Feb. X8, X66X, P a te r  S tu y v e sa n t, Now NethorXand*s D irec to r-G eneraX , 
o rd e re d  t h a t  th e  house be  tu rn e d  o v e r to  MiXXs (R ik e r, SO; Moore, 3 2 ). His 
name i s  m entioned in  th e  Newtown re c o rd s  a s  Xate a s  Feb. 24, X662/3 (New-
town Town R e e s ., 1 :3 8 ; SXCBR, L X IIIi3 6 2 ). I t  Should be p o in te d  o u t ,  a l s o ,  
t h a t  w h ile  R ichard  MiXXs o f  Long IsXand was in  MiddXeburg, th e  o th e r  
R ichard  MiXXs was cXearXy stiXX in  S tam ford .'
MiXXs* probXem in  MiddXeburg, how ever, wouXd paXe i n  com parison to  
what was n e x t in  s to r e  f o r  him . He X eft MiddXeburg and moved to  W est-
c h e s te r  [R ik e r , 59; HoweXX, 432—4 3 3 ), which was th e  b o rd e r  t e r r i t o r y  be-
tween th e  Dutch in  New NotherXand and th e  EngXish in  C o n n e c tic u t. Doth 
coX onies cXaimed th e  a re a  and , a s  town oXerk in  W e s tc h e s te r , R ichard  MiXXs 
found himseXf i n  th e  m iddle o f  th e  d is p u te .  C o n n e c tic u t had previousX y 
reco g n ized  Hew N atharX and 's j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r th e  t e r r i t o r y ;  b u t  in  O ct. 
X662 C o n n e c tic u t formaXiy n o t i f i e d  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  W estch este r  t h a t  
th ey  were inoXuded w ith in  th e  b o u n d a rie s  o f  C o n n e c tic u t, and t h a t  th ey  
were re q u ire d  to  send d e p u tie s  to  th e  C o n n e c tic u t AssembXy [BoXton, I I :  
280-28X).
I t  was th e  way in  which MiXXs handXed t h i s  deX ica te  probXem which 
i n f u r i a t e d  P e te r  S tu y v e sa n t. A ccording to  custom , MiXXs, a s  town cX erk, 
shouXd have fo rw arded  C o n n e c ticu t *s X e tte rs  and in s t r u c t i o n s  to  S tuy-
v e s a n t;  b u t  he d id n * t ,  making him , i n  S tu y v esa n t* s e y e s , a c o iu p i r a to r .  
Under a r e c e n t ly  e n ac ted  Xaw, W esbcheste r shou ld  have nom inated m agis-
t r a t e s  f o r  th e  ooiaing y e a r  and p re se n te d  them to  S tu y v e sa n t; b u t  i t  se o as 
t h a t  bo th  M ills  and thoT Jeoplo  o f  W e s tc h e ste r  re fu se d  to  do t h i s  [BoXton, 
1 1 :2 6 2 -2 8 3 ). On A pr, 30, X663 MiXXs w ro te  to  S tu y v e sa n t, in fo rm in g  him 
th a t  “wee th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  t h i s  p la c e ,  have n o t p lo t t e d  nor c o n sp ire d  
a g a in s t  your H onour," t h a t  th ey  d id n * t ask  C o n n e c tic u t to  t r y  to  annex 
them, and t h a t  th e  re a so n  th a t  th e  p eo p le  o f  W es tch este r were so h e s i ta n t  
was because  C o n n e c tic u t a c te d  i n  th e  name o f  t h e i r  k in g  [BoXton, I I :2 8 X ) .
T h is  m ust n o t have s a t i s f i e d  S tu y v e sa n t, how ever, f o r  th e  D ir e c to r -  
G eneral im prisoned  R icha rd  HiXXs i n  New Amsterdam i n  May X663 [BoXton, 
1 1 :2 8 3 -2 8 4 ). MiXXs, b e in g  " a n t i e n t  aixX w eakly . . .  and lame w ith  p a in s  
in  my b ack , h ip s  and j o i n t s , "  was r e le a s e d  on June 18 , 1663 a f t e r  having 
c o n fe sse d  h i s  g u i l t  to  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n - o f  th e  Dutch (BoXton, 1 1 :284- 
285 ). AXthough he was o n ly  i n  p r is o n  f o r  about a  m onth, MiXXs d ie d  
s h o r t ly  a f t e r  h i s  r e le a s e ,  le a d in g  th e  EngXish i n  W estch este r  to  c la im  
t h a t  ho had been  m is tr e a te d  by h i s  Dutch j a i l e r s  [N .y. Col.  D ocs . ,  X III :
®fje jSeficenliantiS tif ’ 
(gEorjie ilUlls of f  amaica, 
Honj SjJlanti, gorfe
I am planning to publish a genealogy o f  
the immigrant George Mills in a year or 
two. This George (1605-94) came from 
Yorkshire, England, probably came to 
Mass. Bay in 1630, then meandered 
through Connecticut and the New Haven 
Colonies before going to Hempstead, LI, 
NY, and finally Jamaica, LI, NY.
I am hoping to include as many branches 
o f  his descendants as I can in this work 
and am uncovering new material every 
month. But I need help in locating Mills 
histories.
Please help me locate as many Mills 
descendants as possible. Even if  you are 
unsure about a family's ancestry, i f  you  
contact me perhaps I can sort them out 
for you. Write to; Michael Mills, RRl 
Box 2168, Hinesbuig, VT 05461.
Canadian Queries?
Are your ancestors lost in Canada? Submit two 
FREE queries to "The Journal o f Canadian 
Queries" and you might just find themi In 
order to quality each submission must be 50 
words or less and focus on a single topic. Your 
query can deal with a person, place or thing. 
When constructing a queiy remember the 5 Ws 
- WHO, WHAT. WHERE, WHEN and WHY. An 
example of an acceptable query:
Seeking complete biithdate o f  Emma LYTLE, bom c 
1908, Oro Simcoe County, Ontario. Parents Jack 
LYTLE/Martha GRAHAM. •• Jason Appleby, 126 
Victoria S t, Sudbury, ON P3C 1L3
You MUST include your FULL name and 
address to have your queiy published. You can 
send your queries by e-mail or regular maiL 
(See ^dresses below). For complete details on 
how to obtain the journal and the publication of 
your free queries, please send a self addressed 
riamped (American postage is acceptable) 
envelope to: Allan SheWeU, Editor, Journal of 
Canadian Queries, 549 Victoria Street, Sudbuiy, 
ON, Canada P3C 1L3 (Sorry, but the above 
information cannot be sent by e-mail).
Queries to the above-noted address or e-mail: 
A  Shelswell@genie.geis.com
A
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3921. S tu y v e sa n t, how ever, d en ied  th e  E n g lish  c h a rg e s , w r i t in g  t h a t  " i t  
i s  n o to r io u s  t h a t  he [M ills ]  l iv e d  e ig h t  months a f t e r  h i s  d is c h a rg e , and 
d u rin g  th a t  tim e had made d iv e r s  in la n d  jou rn ey s h i t h e r  and t h i t h e r ,  and 
l a s t  O ctober [16631 to  H a r tfo rd ” [W.y. C oi. D o cs., 11:3971 , a t  which 
tim e , i n c id e n ta l l y ,  i n  an obv ious s la p  a t  Dutch r u l e  in  W e s tc h es te r , "M r." 
R ichard H i l l s  was made a freem an by C o n n e c tic u t 's  G eneral C ourt [C t. Col. 
R e e s ., 1 :4121 .
The following issues o f  this 
newsletter are av'ailable as 
back issues. Actually, 
they're ju st p i l e d  u p  here. If 
you want I'll send you what 1 
can from the list below.
The c h i ld r e n  o f  K ichard H i l l s  o f  Long I s la n d  and W cstcli^stor w ere:
Mary, who m arried  N a th an ie l Norton sometime betw een 1661 and 1667,
p ro b ab ly  in  Southam pton, and th ey  su b seq u en tly  removed to  Brook- 
haven , Long I s la n d .  They had seven c h i ld r e n :  I s a a c ,  N a th a n ie l,
G eorge, Mary, S a rah , Hannah, and Jo n a th a n . She was s t i l l  l iv in g  
in  1685, when h e r  h u sb a n d 's  w i l l  was p ro b a te d . [The American 
G en e a lo g is t, XV:196-198; Seversm ith  MS., notebook 4 .)
Mills A ncestry  #10.11.15.16.19.
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Please send a dollar for each.
Make Someone 
A Happy Genie.
I try to have enough 
solid material worth 
writing about before 
I put out a new
issue of Mills
Ancestry. Thus, 
sometimes there is  a 
long wait between 
issues .  That long 
wait does slow down 
the exchange of  
ideas and tends to 
dampen s p ir i t s .  So 
send in your
l e t t e r s ,  a r t i c le s ,  
queries, notes
and/or comments and 
help keep the ball 
roll ing! Research 
and a r t ic le s  are 
compensated with 
subscription issues .
Samuel, who, "aged abou t 25 y e e r s ,"  t e s t i f i e d  in  a c o u r t  c a se  in
M iddleburg on Dec. 29 , 1660 (NewtoWn C ourt R e e s ., Z :3 1 ] . Along 
•w ith  h i s  f a th e r ,  he was made a  freeman by .the C on n ec ticu t G eneral 
,C ourt i n  O ct. 1663 [C t. C ol, R e e s ,,  1 :4 1 2 ] . He ap pears in  th e  
Southam pton re c o rd s  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  A pr. 1671, when he w it-
n essed  h i s  b ro th e r  I s a a c 's  lan d  p u rch ase  [Southampton R e e s ,,  l i t  
5 9 ] , Samuel p u rchased  lan d  in  Southampton on Aug. 27, 1677 from 
Joseph  F o s te r  [Southampton R e e s ,,  1 1 :6 8 ] , and he d ie d  on A pr. 1 , 
1685 (Southampton R e e s ,,  1 1 :2 8 2 ], I t  sh ou ld  be p o in ted  o u t t h a t  
f o r  much o f  th e  p e r io d  th a t  t h i s  Samuel M ills  was in  Southam pton, 
th e  o th e r  Samuel M ills  was c le a r ly  in  S t r a t f o r d ,  C o n n ec ticu t 
[W ilcoxson, 47n; Brookbaven R e e s ,,  106],
I s a a c , who ap p ears in  th e  Southampton re c o rd s  fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  
A pr. 1671, When he p u rchased  a house and fo u r a c re s  from John 
Beswick [Southampton R e e s ,,  1 1 :5 9 ] , He was m arried  to  E liz a b e th  
-  -  -  -  [Bast^Hampton R e e s ,,  11 :133-134]. Howell p laced  him in  
Bridgeham pton in  1694 [Howell, 433], and he ap pears in  South-
am pton 's ta x  l i s t  o f  S e p t. 11, 1696 (Southampton R e e s ,,  1 1 :3 6 2 ].
I t  is* assumed t h a t  he i s  th e  "D octor M ills "  r e f e r r e d  to  in  th e  
re c o rd s  [Southampton R e e s ,,  1 1 :2 9 5 ]. I s a a c 's  c h ild re n  were 
I s a a c ,  Jo n a th an , and David [Howell, 433].
Phebe, who m arried  Lot B urnet in  Southampton on O ct. 20, 1675 [South- * 
ampton R e e s ,,  1 1 :2 4 2 ]. I t  i s  n o t known when c i t h e r  one d ie d , 
b u t  Lot B urnet i s  in c lu d ed  in  S outham pton 's S e p t. 11, 1696 ta x  
l i s t  [Southampton R e e s ,,  1 1 :3 6 2 ).
I t  i s  c le a r  from th e  fo reg o in g  in fo rm a tio n  t h a t  many o f th e  s ta n d a rd  
g e n e a lo g ic a l re fe re n c e  works have confused  R ichard  M iles , R ichard M il ls ,  and 
R ichard  H i l l s .  As th e  r e a d e r  has se e n , t h i s  was som ething t h a t  was easy  to  
do, s in c e  t h e i r  names were f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  and pu rp o ses th e  same; and the  
f a c t  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r  two both, had sons named Samuel only  added to  th e  m is-
ta k e s . A lso adding to  th e  co n fu sio n  were th e  unusua l and changing bound aries  
o f  th e  towns and c o lo n ie s  t h a t  th e s e  men l iv e d  in  -  a t  one tim e o r  a n o th e r , 
Southam pton, W es tch este r , and M iddleburg (c a l le d  H astings) were a l l  p a r t  o f  
C o im ec ticu t; and S tam ford , a lth o u g h  p h y s ic a l ly  s e p a ra te d  from i t ,  was p a r t  
o f  th e  New Havjen co lo n y . Thus, when th e  name "R ichard  M ills*  ap pears in  
C o n n ec ticu t re c o rd s  in  1663, who would have guessed  th a t  t h i s  was a c tu a l ly  
th e  man from Long I s la n d  and W estchester?
I t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h i s  p ap e r w i l l  make a c o n t r ib u tio n ,  however sm a ll, 
to  a c l e a r e r  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  th e s e  th re e  men and t h e i r  r e s p e c tiv e  f a m ilie s ,  
and th a t  i t  w i l l  p ro v id e  a framework fo r  fu tu re  r e s e a rc h e r s  in te r e s te d  in  
th e  th r e e  R ichard  M il ls e s .
*While th e  p re s e n t  w r i t e r  i s  ad m itted ly  n o t a  h ondw riting  e x p e r t ,
R ichard  M ills  o f  Southampton w rote  w ith  a s ty l e  which c le a r ly  d is t in g u is h e s  
h is  from th e  e n t r i e s  made by o th e r s .  One example o f  t h i s  i s  th e  way he  
p u lle d  th e  "h" f a r  below th e  w r i t te n  l in e  (see  th e  appendix  a t  th e  end o f  
t h i s  a r t i c l e ) .
**This document, which loo k s to  have been w r i t te n  h a s t i l y ,  w h ile  n o t 
b e a r in g  th e  pulled-dow n " h ,"  c o n ta in s  M il l s ' unusua l ren d e rin g  o f  " g e n e ra ll  
C o u rt" : h is  w r i t te n  "g" loo k s l ik e  a  "y" w ith  a l i n e  through i t  (-y) [compare
Southampton MS., A:87 and 135 ], and w hile  he alw ays w rote  "C ourt" (again  
w ith  a d i s t i n c t i v e  "C "), o th e r  s e c r e ta r i e s  w ro te  ( fo r  exam ple, South-
ampton K 5., A :134).
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